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16 BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS NAMED IN NEW YORK STATE
The State Education Department joined the United States Education Department today in naming 16 New York State elementary and middle schools as 2007 Blue Ribbon Schools. To reward successful schools, the U.S. Department of Education established the No Child Left Behind - Blue Ribbon Schools Program to honor those elementary and secondary schools in the United States that make significant progress in closing the achievement gap or whose students achieve at very high levels.   The State Education Department nominated the New York schools for the award.
“New York’s Blue Ribbon Schools are standard setters.  They have met important challenges.  The Regents commend these schools for excellent work on the part of teachers, administrators and especially their students,” said State Education Commissioner Richard Mills.  “Each year more New York State students are performing at a higher level, but we still have a way to go.”
The Blue Ribbon Schools Program recognizes and presents as models public elementary and middle schools that met either of two assessment criteria during the 2005-2006 school year.  

First, the Blue Ribbon Schools program recognizes schools with at least 40 percent of their students from disadvantaged backgrounds where student performance is in the top 10 percent in reading (English Language Arts) and mathematics on state assessments.  Second, it recognizes schools, regardless of their demographics, that are in the top 10 percent of schools as measured by state tests in both ELA and mathematics.
Additional eligibility criteria include the following:

· Schools must have met the 90th percentile in the highest grade-level in the school.

· Schools must have made Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) in 2005 and 2006.

· Schools must not have been on the school improvement list in 2005 and 2006.

· Schools must not be designated as persistently dangerous.

· Schools must have been open for at least five years.

The following are the names of the 16 Blue Ribbon Schools and their school districts:

Schools in the top 10% of the state with at least 40% disadvantaged students:

Bemus Elementary School

41 Liberty Street

Bemus Point, NY 14712-0468

Principal: P. Scott Sawyer

I.S. 289

201 Warren Street

New York, NY 10282

Principal: Ellen Foote
P.S. 184 Flushing Manor School

163-15 21st Road

Whitestone, NY 11357

Principal: Dora Pantelis

PS 41 Crocheron School

214-43 35th Avenue

Bayside, NY 11361-1799
Principal: Sari Latto

Westmoreland Road Elementary School

8596 Westmoreland Road

Whitesboro, NY 13492-3299

Principal: Christopher Harper
Schools in the top 10% of the state with fewer than 40% disadvantaged students:

Altamont Elementary School

117 Grand St

Altamont, NY 12009-0648

Principal: Peter Brabant

Smallwood Drive School

300 Smallwood Drive

Amherst, NY 14226-4023

Principal: Barbara Marotto

Casey Middle School

105 Casey Road

East Amherst, NY 14051-1498

Principal: Francis McGreevy

Eggert Road Elementary School

3580 Eggert Road

Orchard Park, NY 14127-1991

Principal: Lisa Krueger

Park Road School

50 Park Road

Pittsford, NY 14534-3639

Principal: Debbie Rose
Lynbrook South Middle School

333 Union Avenue

Lynbrook, NY 11563-4264

Principal: Margaret Ronai

Strawtown Elementary School

413 Strawtown Road

West Nyack, NY 10994-1299

Principal: James Conway

Rosendale School

2445 Rosendale Road

Schenectady, NY 12309-5317

Principal: Brian Aylward

South Bay School

160 Great E Neck Rd.
West Babylon, NY 11704-8027

Principal: Joann Scott

Farragut MS

27 Farragut Avenue
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY 10706

Principal: Gail Kipper

Noxon Road Elementary School

4 Old Noxon Road

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

Principal: Linda Roy
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