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Section A.

Overview



September 23, 2021 4

What Makes High Cost Public 

Different?
• For 10-month private and Summer 4408 programs, the Rate Setting 

Unit establishes an approved tuition rate. The approved cost is 

calculated automatically in the STAC Online (EFRT) System based on 

the selected program and entered program dates.

• For High Cost Public placements, a school district submits a 10-Month 

Annualized Cost.
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Important Terminology
• 10-Month Annualized Cost: The amount the student’s special education services would 

have cost if provided for all 10 months, based on the lesser of
the student’s IEP-mandated level of services or the actual
level of services provided.

• District Threshold: The annualized cost that must be exceeded to generate
State aid for High Cost Public placements. (Line 5 on PUB report)

• Public Excess Cost Aid Ratio: The percentage of aid generated on costs exceeding
the district threshold. (Line 4 on PUB report)

• Committee on Special Education (CSE): A team, including a child’s parents, that identifies, evaluates,
classifies, and creates an IEP for children over the age of 5,
suspected of having an educational disability.
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What makes a Public Placement

High Cost?
• A public placement is considered “high cost” if the total eligible 10-month 

special education costs exceed the school district’s threshold.

– The school district’s threshold is exceeded if the student costs more than 

three times the district average

– District average: School district’s Approved Operating Expense divided by 

the school district’s total number of aidable pupils.

• If a student only attends for part of the program, the costs should be 

“annualized” as if the student had attended for all 10 months when 

determining whether the placement meets the threshold.
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10-MONTH PUBLIC HIGH COST SCREENS

DSPUB: STAC REIMBURSEMENT APPROVAL
FIRST STEP

• School district files a STAC for each special education student in a public 

placement whose 10-Month Annualized Cost is anticipated to exceed the 

District Threshold

• The 10-Month Annualized Cost and service dates entered on DSPUB 

are initial estimates.

• Reapplications processed on DRPUB
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10-MONTH PUBLIC HIGH COST SCREENS

DVPUB: STAC EDUCATION VERIFICATION
THIRD STEP

• School district verifies actual dates and 10-Month Annualized Costs for 

prior year enrollment

– 2021 In-District opened September 22, 2021

– 2021 “Other District” will open December 2021 or January 2022

– 2021 BOCES will open February or March 2022

– 1920 In-District, Other District, and BOCES open again for prior year funding until 
06/30/2022

• Only claims verified by school district on DVPUB that

have been locked by SED are included in August payment
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Resources for Calculating

High Cost STACs
• Calculating 10-Month “Annualized Cost” Education Rates for

Students with Disabilities Educated in a District-Operated Program 

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/stac/schoolage/

avl-payment_reports_and_chargebacks/annualized_cost_calculation.html

• DCPUB Quick Reference Guide

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/stac/stac_online_system/

online_instructions/guide_DCPUB.html

• DVPUB Online Instruction Guide:

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/stac/stac_online_system/

online_instructions/guide_DVPUB.pdf







September 23, 2021 13

Section B.

COVID Update
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COVID Update: September 2021
The Good News:

• More students returned to in-classroom learning

• Regular verification windows restored for 2020-21 enrollment after significant 
delays for 2019-20 verification.

The Bad News:

• Delivery impacts to many students’ special education services continued

• Updated guidance for student-specific support personnel still in effect

– Aides

– Nurses

– Interpreters

• Continue to expect the unexpected when it comes to this pandemic
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COVID Impacts on Aides/Nurses
• Pursuant to a NYS Division of the Budget directive, costs for student-specific 

aides, nurses, and interpreters are not eligible for excess cost aid for periods 

where the student was not provided either in-person or remote services consistent 

with the student's IEP for the 19/20 and 20/21 enrollment years.

• If the student did not receive student-specific aide/nurse/interpreter services 

during school closures or remote learning periods, the costs should reflect this in 

Section III of the DCPUB or DCPOD High Cost Worksheet.

• If billed for the entire school year, use the Aide Percentage Calculation Worksheet 

to determine the percentage by which the costs should be prorated:

http://www.oms.nysed.gov/stac/forms/aide_percentage_worksheet.pdf
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Claiming for Partial Year
• If a student’s services were reduced or scaled back as a result of the

COVID-19 pandemic, the cost for the 10-month period may no longer exceed 
the school district’s threshold.

• If the cost of student’s services would have otherwise exceeded the 
threshold, the school district may be able to meet the requirements for 
reimbursement by only claiming for the period prior to closure of schools 
and/or transition to remote learning.

• If so, the end date on the DSPUB record should be cut back to the last day 
services were provided normally prior to school closures or transitions to 
remote learning. On the DCPUB or DCPOD, all of the components should be 
annualized:

– Annualize costs in Sections I through III
– Annualize number of sessions in Section IV
– Do not annualize Section V
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Section C.

DSPUB or 
DRPUB
Reimbursement Approval
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DRPUB Screen
ONLINE PROCESSING OF 10-MONTH HIGH COST STAC REAPPLICATION APPROVALS

Only students whose

10-month annualized

costs are anticipated to

be equal to or above the

District Threshold should

be reapplied for the new

school year.

If amount issubstantially

below the threshold, you

will get an error message.
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Section D.

DCPUB High 
Cost Worksheet
(In-District/BOCES)
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Section E.

High Cost 
Public 
Verification
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Protecting Student Privacy

• Personally Identifiable Information (PII) on individual students is protected under 

state and federal law.

• Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), Health Insurance Portability 

and Accountability Act (HIPAA), NYS Personal Privacy Protection Law and other 

statutes all require that PII is kept secure and only shared on a “need to know” 

basis
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Exchanging Student Data

with the STAC Unit
• The SED File Transfer Manager (FTM) is most secure method for transmitting 

documentation with personally identifiable student information

• Emails with PII other than STAC ID need to be encrypted with password sent 

separately

• Paper documents sent US Mail 1st class/priority, or other service with tracking

(e.g., UPS, FedEx, DHL)

• STAC Online (EFRT) System and SED FTM: Make sure to log out when not active

• When calling STAC Unit be prepared with your STAC Online User Code

and password to confirm authorization to share data










	Structure Bookmarks
	Outline
	A. Overview
	B. COVID Update
	C. DSPUB or DRPUB Reimbursement Approval
	D. DCPUB High Cost Worksheet
	E. High Cost Public Verification
	F. Protecting Student Privacy & Utilizing the SED File Transfer Manager
	G. Conclusion


