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Reminder: Record Keeping and Retention

This document is intended as a reminder to local agencies on proper record keeping and retention.

Generally, local agencies must have a proper financial management system in place, along with strong
internal controls and written procedures, to properly account for funds received through a grant/grant-
contract awarded by NYSED. Additionally, program as well as financial records, including supporting
and source documentation, must be maintained and available for review by State and federal
representatives or their duly authorized representatives.

In order to meet the requirements of both State and federally funded programs, these records must be
kept for a period of six years after the last payment was made unless specified by program
requirements or otherwise stated in the grant agreement.! Audit or litigation will “freeze the clock”
for records retention purposes until the issue is resolved.

Information on records retention may be found in:

e 2 CFR 200.333-337 of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for
Federal Awards for awards made on/after 12/26/14.

e Parts 74 & 80 of the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), specifically 34 CFR 74.53
& 34 CFR 80.42, for federal awards made prior to 12/26/14.

e Part 76 of the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), specifically 34 CFR 76.730-731.

e Records Retention and Disposition Schedules published by the New York State Archives
(http://www.archives.nysed.gov/records/retention-schedules).

Local agencies must retain records? that show the amount of funds by grant, including total cost, how
the awardee used the funds, authorizations, obligations, share of costs provided from other sources, as
well as compliance with program requirements. In addition, source documents are required to support
all transactions entered into the grantee's record keeping system. Source documents that authorize the
disbursement of grant funds may consist of purchase orders, contracts, time & effort records, delivery
receipts, vendor invoices, travel documentation, and payment documents, including check stubs. More
information and examples of the types of documents used to support payment for other types of costs
(such as goods, services, travel, utilities, and property leases) may be found in Chapter XII, Section 3
and Section 4.B.1 of the Guide to Financial Operations published by the NYS Office of the
Comptroller (https://www.osc.state.ny.us/agencies/guide/MyWebHelp/).

! For projects awarded under a multi-year grant-contract, all project and contract-related documents (including the
contract itself as well as the annual budgets) need to be retained for 6 years following the end of the contract.

2 Please refer to 2 CFR 200.302 for a discussion of how federal awards are to be identified and accounted for in the
financial management system. Proper accounting of federal funds will help ensure that appropriate and accurate
documentation from this system can be provided if/when needed.
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